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but a year and a half before, and which had suffered but little from the sword, could already be so much reduced, either in number or quality, as to give him hopes that with a force such as was given to him he should be able to force a descent, undertake a siege, and finally dispossess them of Egypt. He, however, at once made up his mind to the undertaking; he felt the disgrace which had undeservedly fallen upon the army because of the ridiculous exhibitions at Ferrol and before Cadiz. He was determined, whatever might be the result of this expedition, that no disgrace should attach to him or the troops he commanded; that they should faithfully perform their duty to their country, and, if they failed of success, it would be because success was not to be obtained against such superior advantages of number and situation.
This sentiment was ever uppermost in his mind. He often expressed it, and it would appear that he had infused it into his army. For they, as well as the Commander-in-chief, knew how arduous was the undertaking upon which they were sent. They knew nothing of the character of the French General. They respected the French troops, and knew the victories they had achieved. They expected to be opposed to superior numbers in an open country, without cavalry or artillery to oppose those of the enemy. They were warned of the difficulties under which they must labour from want of water and of every comfort. But they loved their Commander, had complete confidence in his talents and experience, and were determined to submit cheerfully to every deprivation in the execution of his orders. He confided in their valour, and trusted, whatever might be the issue, to convince the world that no enterprise, however arduous, could deter British troops from attempting it in the service of their country. Upon the arrival of the fleet at Marmaras few or none of the preparations made by the Quartermaster-General were yet in any forwardness. Both he and the officers of the Commissariat had been sufficiently diligent, and had agents employed in every part of the Levant; but that country affords but few means, and the          to the with orders to the
